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Biodiversity improvements Steven's Ait

Kingston Council has announced that it has secured £19,000 from The
National Lottery Heritage Fund for community-led biodiversity improvements
on Steven’s Ait.

Steven’s Ait (also known as Steven’s Eyot) is an island on the River Thames
located at the north end of Canbury Gardens. It actually consists of two
islands - a long main ait and a smaller circular island next to it. It is home to
The Small Boat Club which, in partnership with the council, will be working to
improve upon the biodiversity and ecological value of the island.

The project will see a number of improvements and additions thanks to the
National Lottery, including:
¢ Two new sand martin nesting banks to encourage these migratory birds
to visit and nest on site.
» Afloating swan nest specifically designed to protect the resident swans’
eggs from fluctuating water levels.
¢ New pollinator planters situated near the Boat House to support bees
and butterflies.
Additional information on the project is available here.

Dragon Boat Races 18th and 19th July


https://www.kingston.gov.uk/news/2026/aits-all-change-thames

The annual Kingston Dragon Boat Festival takes place at Canbury
Gardens, with this year's festival split into two days of competition.

The Youth Dragon Boat Race is being held on Saturday, 18th July,
while the Adults Dragon Boat Race is on Sunday, 19th July.
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Kingston’s latest draft 15-year Local Plan launched

Local Borough Plans are required to be updated every five years. They are
prepared by the local planning authority in consultation with its community.
They set out a vision and a framework for the future development of all areas.
They set policy for building homes and businesses and preserving or
modifying green spaces. Once in place, Local Plans become part of the
statutory development plan. The statutory development plan for the area is
the starting point for determining local planning applications.

The public consultation started on Monday 6th July and runs until midnight
Friday 4th September 2026. You can view the documents and share your
comments by visiting:

www.kingston.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-plan

This being a significantly large volume of information, we will be compiling a
brief review to send out in due course.

Local nature


https://www.kingston.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-plan

Wildlife is thriving in Canbury Gardens! Along with the wren pictured above
enjoying its nesting box in the Community Garden, our great crested grebes

have successfully bred this year. They - and the local coots - will no doubt be
keeping a watchful eye out for tasty treats like this beautiful demoiselle.

Watch this sapce

You might like to note that there is a Canbury Gardens Working Group
meeting on July 16th. It will be the first under the chairmanship of CARA
committee member, Councillor Peter Higgins. James Mantel is standing down
having very ably chaired for the past four years. We hope he will still be able
to attend meetings to offer his valuable experience.

There are many items coming up on the agenda from repairs of equipment in
the gardens and the Albany sailing base jetty, to plans to provide facilities for
visitors to recycle bottles, cans etc.

The bands play on, with a series of summer concerts to
enjoy


https://www.facebook.com/groups/canburycommunitygarden/
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\‘!H 12th July Soul Rites
1| 26th July Linden Wind Orchestra
| 2nd August Middlesex Yeomanry Concert Band
'9th August Kix Jazz Orchestra
16th August Ember Big Band
23rd August London Saxophone Choir

6th September Mole Valley Silver Band

\

Canbury Bandstand, Canbury Gardens, KT2 5AW

The concerts this year have kindly been funded by the following organisations: 1
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